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Universal Waste

The Universal Waste Program is part of the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act  

(“RCRA”) created in 1995 to promote proper 
recycling, treatment or disposal of waste.

40 CFR 273
GA EPD 391-3-11-.18
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Materials Covered

• Batteries Containing Heavy Metals
• Mercury Containing Lamps
• Thermostats and Mercury Containing

Equipment
• Un-used Pesticides



Batteries
Includes: 

– Nickel Cadmium, metal hydride, small sealed
lead acid, lithium, mercuric oxide, zinc air, 
and silver oxide

Does not include:
– Intact lead acid batteries that are managed 

through a battery deposit system
– Leaking lead acid batteries that are managed 

as hazardous waste
– Alkaline batteries (e.g., A, AA, AAA, C, D) 
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Batteries

• The battery disposal program also 
includes:

• Ni-Cad Pager batteries
• Cell phone batteries
• Laptop batteries
• Emergency lighting batteries 
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Mercury Containing Lamps
• “Lamp” is the bulb or tube portion of an

electric lighting device
• Universal Waste Lamps include:

– Fluorescent
– High Intensity Discharge
– Neon
– Mercury Vapor
– High Pressure Sodium
– Metal Halide
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Thermostats and Other Mercury 
Containing Devices

All waste thermostats and other mercury 
containing devices must be managed as 

universal waste except those that are 
considered hazardous waste.
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Pesticides

Any pesticide waste 
material that is 

outdated, recalled, 
or canceled, must 

be managed in 
accordance with 

applicable 
hazardous waste 

rules. 



Lamp Storage

Both new and waste lamps must be 
stored in containers that are:
– Closed
– Structurally Sound
– Adequate to prevent breakage
– Lacking evidence of leakage, spillage,

or damage that could cause leakage
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Waste Lamp Labeling

When a container is used for waste
collection, it must be labeled with:

“UGA”
“Waste Lamps”
“Start Date”

– Do not store lamp boxes in stacks higher than 
5 feet tall.

– Store boxes inside.
– Do not throw single lamps in the dumpster. 

UGA 
WASTE 
LAMPS

Start Date: 
08/18
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Broken Lamps

• Broken lamps are considered to be a
hazardous waste.

• If one lamp breaks, close the container
and seal the seams with tape. Do not re-
open.
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Battery Storage

• Batteries must be stored in a manner to 
prevent leaks.

• Batteries are not required to be stored 
inside a container unless they show 
evidence of damage or leaks. 



Battery Labeling
• Individual or a container of batteries must be 

labeled with: 
“UGA”
“Waste Battery”
“Start Date”

• Waste batteries should be stored inside or in a 
weather proof location and on a pallet or in a 
labeled container until disposed.

• Small batteries should be labeled and kept inside 
an appropriate container. 



Waste Pesticide Storage
Each waste pesticide container must be 
labeled with:

– The product name that was on the label of
the original container when it was sold and 
marked with:

“UGA”
“Waste Pesticide”
“Start Date”

– Waste pesticides should be stored in a 
proper storage area.

– Spills should be handled only by trained 
personnel. 





Waste Mercury Containing 
Devices

• Should be stored in a closed container.
• Lack evidence of leakage or damage.
• Designed to prevent the escape of 

mercury into the environment.
• Labeled with: 

“UGA”
“Waste Mercury Containing 
Equipment”
“Start Date”



Common EPA Violations
• Failure to properly label.
• Failure to store items in a way that 

will prevent release.
• Improper management of waste (i.e.,

– disposal in a trash can)
• Waste stored in an open container.
• Failure to immediately contain a spill.
• Failure to provide Universal Waste 

Training. 
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http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sunsetscavenger.com/images/universaltubes.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sunsetscavenger.com/universalwaste.htm&h=200&w=150&sz=11&hl=en&start=72&um=1&tbnid=3YZhdxMStmoYiM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=78&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dfluorescent%2Blamp%2Bdisposal%26start%3D54%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3DGGLG,GGLG:2006-06,GGLG:en%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.energyquest.ca.gov/saving_energy/images/donot-trash.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.energyquest.ca.gov/saving_energy/fluorescent_facts.html&h=221&w=199&sz=22&hl=en&start=102&um=1&tbnid=t7_4oD2_ImVRxM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=96&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dfluorescent%2Bbroken%2Blamp%2Bclean%2Bup%26start%3D90%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3DGGLG,GGLG:2006-06,GGLG:en%26sa%3DN
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.energyquest.ca.gov/saving_energy/images/donot-trash.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.energyquest.ca.gov/saving_energy/fluorescent_facts.html&h=221&w=199&sz=22&hl=en&start=102&um=1&tbnid=t7_4oD2_ImVRxM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=96&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dfluorescent%2Bbroken%2Blamp%2Bclean%2Bup%26start%3D90%26ndsp%3D18%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rls%3DGGLG,GGLG:2006-06,GGLG:en%26sa%3DN


What to do…

If you see Universal Waste violations, please 
notify:
Lamps – FMD Building Services 

542 - 1818
Batteries – Environmental Safety Division   

542 - 5801
Mercury Containing Devices or Pesticides –
Environmental Safety Division  

542 - 5801



Universal Waste Collection Points

Waste battery and lamp collection points are 
located in each Resident Instruction Building 
and in the Building Services Supervisor's office. 

The FMD warehouse is the campus collection 
point for waste lamp materials.

fmdwork@uga.edu
To request a waste pick-up 

mailto:fmdwork@uga.edu


Need Additional Information?
UGA Facilities Management 542-7456

UGA Environmental Safety Division 542-5801

EPA Universal Waste Website
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/id/univwast/index.htm

EPA FAQ 
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/id/univwast/frequent.htm

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/id/univwast/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/id/univwast/frequent.htm
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